
    



 
 

The Toxies by Physicians for Social Responsibility-LA (PSR-LA) and Californians for 
a Healthy and Green Economy (CHANGE) is licensed under a 

          Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 

Bad actor chemical résumé credits: Environmental Working Group.  
Go to www.toxies.com/fracking for footnotes and more information. 

Fracking Chemical Cocktail (FCC) 
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LEADING ROLES  

 FCC is a new player on the scene and she often in an 
“uncredited” role because oil and gas drilling companies 
can hide the ingredients behind the veil of “trade secret.”  

 
FCC is injected underground along with water and sand to 
blast tiny cracks in subsurface rocks in order to release oil or 
gas that has been trapped for millions of years.  There are 
over 600 chemicals used in the various fracking recipes used 
around the country.  These are not just any chemicals.  Many of 
these are known to be chemicals that humans should not have 
contact with or ingest in their food or water.  These are known 
carcinogens, or reproductive toxicants, or are very toxic to the 
environment.  
 
Luckily for this witchy woman, the government requires little if 
any information on her numerous rendezvous.  The US EPA does 
not require fracking to be permitted, nor does it require the 
disclosure of the secret recipe for FCC, does not require any 
notice of fracking to be given to landowners, does not require 
fracking waste fluid to be handled in an environmentally sound 
manner and in fact requires almost nothing about fracking to 
be disclosed at all! That’s a lot of unknowns 
 

SPECIAL SKILLS  
 Like an evil bartender, these companies hide many of the 

cocktail recipes behind the cloak of secrecy afforded by 
trade secret laws, no one except oil companies can tell 
you what was injected through your groundwater supply 
or near your favorite river or lake.   

 
The public doesn’t know which chemicals were used, how much 
was used, or what happened to them over time.  Under current 
law and regulations, the only way we would find out anything 
about the FCC is if a catastrophic spill where other state laws 
could be applied.   

 
 
 

PERFORMANCE REVIEWS 
 Some of the chemicals used in the FCC have been featured 

as Toxies before.  Such as formaldehyde, toluene and 
phthalates!  

 
 

RECENT CAREER HIGHLIGHTS  
 Fracking’s mysterious ways are making headlines all over 

the country! Her breakout role in 2011’s Gasland was 
unforgettable. I’m sure you’ve seen the clip of the guy 
lighting his tap water on fire, right? That was all thanks to 
our girl, FCC and agent-to-the-toxic-stars, Halliburton. 
 

This is the hottest technology in the oil and gas industry as 
industry giants such as Chevron, Venoco, Occidental, 
ExxonMobil, and Shell try to extract every last drop of oil or 
molecule of natural gas out of geologic formations previously 
thought to be unreachable.  But states like California makes it 
easy on them, as you don’t need a permit to frack, nor do you 
have to report the chemical you plan to use or did use.   
 
 

REPRESENTING AGENTS 
 Fracking Chemical Cocktail is represented by one of the 

hardest hitters in the industry, none other than “super-
agent”, Halliburton! 

 
The oil companies needs supporting actors to get their oil and 
gas out of the ground.  They use what are known as “service 
providers” to do their dirty work.   These are some of those 
companies that produce our toxie, FCC --  Halliburton, Baker-
Hughes, and Schlumberger.  

 

Fracking Chemical Cocktail is today’s “it” girl! Leading roles abound, magazine covers every week, and 
the kinky tabloids about Mark Ruffalo’s fracked well! Her secret? Giving energy companies what they 
always wanted: previously inaccessible hydrocarbons from hard rock formations. How? With her 
intoxicating mix of chemicals, drilling skills, and massive volumes of water. With so many charms, who 
cares about the methanol, diesel, xylene, formaldehyde, sulfuric acid and the more than 600 other 
chemicals and radioactive isotopes being released into groundwater and the air in the process? 

Big oil companies and their friends know a star when they see one and would do anything to support her 
career, including making her exempt from the Safe Drinking Water Act. So she can perform anywhere: 
by your favorite river, close to home, communities, farms, water supplies and even for a romantic 
getaway offshore. A bit of gossip? Well, with so much drilling and fracturing the chances of earthquakes 
multiply, but who doesn’t like a girl with some temper? 


